THE WRITER'S AT COMPANION

Story Starter Prompt Collection

Quick Start Formulas

Use the Quick Start Formula when you can’t think of a plot. Start by choosing one formula
that interests you, then fill in the blanks with your own ideas. For example:

Character + Problem formula:
"[Professional] faces [unexpected challenge] during [routine event]"
Could become:

"A wedding photographer faces inexplicable time shifts during a routine photo
session"

Once you have your basic scenario that you like, feed it to Claude Al as a prompt asking for
different ways the scene could unfold. Don't worry about getting it perfect - these formulas
are just launching points for your imagination. Mix and match elements, change the order,
or use them to spark ideas for new stories. The goal is to get your creative wheels turning.

Fillin the blanks:

1. Character + Problem:

“Claude, give me suggestions on how this scene could unfold:”

"[Character type] discovers [unusual situation] when [action]"




"[Professional] faces [unexpected challenge] during [routine event]"

"[Ordinary person] encounters [extraordinary circumstance] while [daily activity]"

2. Setting + Conflict:
"In a world where [unique element], [character] must [goal]"
"During [time period], [character] discovers [secret] about [place/person]”

"Within [location], [character] faces [challenge] because [reason]"

3. Action + Consequence:
"After [action], [character] realizes [discovery]"
"When [event] happens, [character] must decide [choice]"

"During [activity], [character] accidentally [action] causing [result]"

Opening Scene Prompts

Use these with Claude Al to generate story beginnings. Tell Claude your story idea and as
much information as he needs to give you answers that are relevant to your story. Keep
track of the suggestions that seem good to you.

1. Character Discovery Prompts

"Generate three unique settings for this character's first appearance. [Describe your
character and plot idea]"

"Show me three ways this character could discover [their special
ability/secret/problem]”

"Create three different reactions to [story catalyst]"



2. Conflict Introduction Prompts
"Show me three ways to introduce the main conflict through [character action]"
"Create three scenarios that reveal the story problem"

"Generate three immediate complications for [initial situation]"

3. Setting Revelation Prompts
"Show three ways to introduce this story world through character interaction"
"Create three scenes that reveal the unique aspects of [story setting]"

"Generate three environmental challenges for the opening scene"

Scene Development Follow-ups

After choosing your opening, try these:

1. Immediate Aftermath
"What three immediate consequences could follow this opening?"
"Show three ways other characters might react to this event”

"Create three ripple effects from this initial scene"

2. Building Momentum
"Generate three possible next scenes that build from this opening"

"Show three ways to escalate tension from here"



"Create three complications that could arise naturally"

3. Character Response
"Show three ways the protagonist might process this event”
"Create three internal conflicts this could trigger"

"Generate three behavior changes this might cause"

Troubleshooting Prompts

If your openingisn't working, use these prompts:
"Show three alternative approaches to this scene"
"Generate three different emotional tones for this opening"

"Create three new angles for introducing this concept”

Remember: These prompts are starting points. Modify them to fit your story's needs. And
use follow-up prompts whenever needed.

NEED MORE HELP?

Subscribe to The Writer’s Al Companion newsletter for free writing tips and Al prompts
every Tuesday!

Subscribe here:

https://thewritersaicompanion.substack.com/subscribe
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