
 

Getting Started with AI for Writers: Your 

Complete Setup Guide 

Introduction: Your AI Writing Partner Awaits Your First 

Conversation 

You’ve heard about using AI as a writing partner, and you’re curious to try it. But where do you 

start? How do you access an AI program? What are the best AI programs for writers? What do 

you need to know before diving in? 

This guide will walk you through everything you need to get started with AI as your writing 

partner. By the end, you’ll know exactly which software to use, how to access it, and how to 

start having productive conversations with AI about your writing. 

No technical experience required. We’ll start from the very beginning. 

What You Need to Know About AI Writing Software 

Before we jump into specific tools, let’s clear up some common confusion. When people talk 

about “AI for writing,” they’re usually referring to large language models (LLM) like ChatGPT, 

Claude, or Gemini. These are conversational AI systems that you can chat with, just like texting 

a friend. 

You don’t need to download special software or learn coding. These tools work through your 

web browser, and many also have mobile apps. You simply type your questions or prompts into 

the prompt box, and the AI responds with helpful suggestions, analysis, or creative ideas. 

Most AI companies offer both free and paid versions. The free versions are often adequate for 

writers who are just getting started. You can always upgrade later if you find yourself using AI 

regularly and want access to more advanced features. 

  



The Best AI Tools for Writers (And How to Access Them) 

Choose one from the list below. 

I use Claude (from Anthropic.ai) with its Pro plan, and I’m 5-star happy with it. I 

don’t just converse about writing. I have also benefited from Claude’s wisdom on a 

variety of subjects. If Claude admits he doesn’t know much about a topic, I tell it to 

go online and report back with its findings. So, technically, there’s nothing we can’t 

chat about. 

1. Claude (By Anthropic.ai) 

Best for: Detailed story analysis, character development, and nuanced feedback 

How to access: 

1. Visit https://www.anthropic.com in your web browser 

2. Click “Meet Claude” 

3. Sign up with your email address or Google account 

4. Verify your email if required 

5. Start your first conversation 

Free version: Yes, with generous daily usage  

Paid version: Claude Pro ($20/month) for more messages and priority access. Can search the 

internet.  

Mobile app: Yes, works through a web browser on mobile devices 

What makes it special: Claude tends to give more thoughtful, detailed responses about creative 

writing. 

2. ChatGPT (By OpenAI.com) 

Best for: General writing help, brainstorming, and plot development 

How to access: 

1. Go to chat.openai.com in your web browser 

2. Click “Sign up” if you’re new or “Log in” if you have an account 

3. Create an account using your email address 

4. Verify your email when prompted 

5. Start chatting with the free version 

Free version: Yes, with some daily limits  

Paid version: ChatGPT Plus ($20/month) for unlimited access and faster responses. Can search 

the internet.  



Mobile app: Yes, available for iPhone and Android 

What makes it special: ChatGPT is probably the most well-known AI tool. It’s excellent for 

brainstorming, developing plot ideas, and general writing advice.  

3. Google Gemini (Formerly Bard) 

Best for: Research assistance and fact-checking for your stories 

How to access: 

1. Go to gemini.google.com 

2. Sign in with your Google account (or create one if needed) 

3. Accept the terms of service 

4. Start asking questions immediately 

Free version: Yes, completely free with your Google account  

Paid version: Available through Google One AI Premium ($19.99/month)  

Mobile app: Yes, available as part of the Google app 

What makes it special: Gemini can search the internet for current information, making it 

helpful for research.  

4. Microsoft Copilot (Formerly Bing Chat) 

Best for: Research and getting multiple perspectives on writing questions 

How to access: 

1. Visit copilot.microsoft.com or use the Bing search engine 

2. Look for the chat option 

3. Sign in with a Microsoft account (free to create) 

4. Start chatting 

Free version: Yes, with daily limits  

Paid version: Available through Microsoft 365 subscriptions  

Mobile app: Yes, available through the Bing app 

What makes it special: Copilot can browse the internet and cite sources, making it useful for 

research-heavy writing projects. 

  



Step-by-Step: Your First AI Conversation 

Let’s walk through exactly how to start using AI for your writing, using ChatGPT as an example. 

The process is similar for other tools. 

Step 1: Choose your tool and sign up  

For this example, go to chat.openai.com and create your free account. 

Step 2: Start with a simple introduction  

Don’t jump into complex prompts right away. Start by telling the AI what you’re working on.  

For example: “Hi! I’m working on a mystery novel about a detective investigating a murder in a 

small town. I’d like some help developing my story.” 

Step 3: Ask specific questions  

Instead of asking, “Help me write my book,” ask specific questions like: 

• “For my murder mystery novel, what are some interesting motives for murder that would 

work in a small town setting?” 

• “How can I make my detective character more interesting?” 

• “What are some clues I could plant in the first chapter?” 

Step 4: Build on the AI’s responses  

AI conversations work best when you go back and forth. If the AI suggests something 

interesting, ask follow-up questions: 

• “That’s a great idea about the motive. How could I hint at this early in the story?” 

• “Can you help me think of three different ways the detective might discover this clue?” 

Step 5: Be specific about what you need  

The more details you provide, the better the AI can help. Instead of “Help me with dialogue,” try 

“My female detective character is supposed to be tough, but I’m having trouble making her 

dialogue sound authentic. She’s questioning a nervous witness. Can you help me rewrite this 

conversation?” 

  



Essential Tips for Talking to AI 

Treat it like a conversation with a smart friend. You don’t need special commands or 

technical language. Just explain what you’re trying to do and ask for help. 

Be specific about your genre and audience. “I’m writing a YA fantasy novel” gives the AI 

much more useful context than just “I'm writing a book." 

Ask for multiple options. Try saying, "Give me three different ways to..." or "Show me several 

options for..." This gives you choices to work with. 

Don't be afraid to disagree or ask for changes. If the AI suggests something that doesn't fit 

your story, say so: "That doesn't quite fit my character. She's more reserved. Can you suggest 

something else?" 

Use AI for brainstorming, not final writing. AI is excellent at helping you generate ideas, 

work through problems, and see new possibilities. Use its suggestions as starting points for your 

own creativity. 

Ask follow-up questions. The best AI conversations happen when you dig deeper: "Why do you 

think that would work?" or "How would that affect the rest of my plot?" 

Sample Conversation: See How It Works 

Here's an example of how a productive AI conversation might look: 

You: "I'm writing a romance novel, but my male love interest feels too perfect. How can I give 

him some flaws that make him more interesting without making him unlikeable?" 

AI: "Great question! Likeable flaws often stem from strengths taken too far. For example, if he's 

protective, maybe he's sometimes overprotective. If he's ambitious, perhaps he occasionally 

prioritizes work over relationships. What are his main positive traits?" 

You: "He's really loyal to his friends and family, and he's very determined when he sets his mind 

to something." 

AI: "Perfect! His loyalty could become a flaw if he has trouble saying no to people he cares 

about, even when they're wrong. His determination might make him stubborn. Once he makes a 

decision, he has trouble changing his mind, even when presented with new information. Both 

traits are extensions of his good qualities but could create realistic conflicts in your romance 

story." 

You: "I love the stubborn idea! How could I show this in a scene without making it feel forced?" 



AI: "You could have him stick to a plan for a date even when it's clearly not working out or 

refuse to ask for help with fixing something that he clearly can’t repair. The key is showing it in 

small, relatable ways before it becomes a bigger issue in your romance plot." 

Common Beginner Mistakes (And How to Avoid Them) 

Mistake 1: Asking AI to write entire scenes or chapters  

Instead, ask AI to help you brainstorm, solve specific problems, or analyze what you've already 

written. 

Mistake 2: Using the first suggestion without exploring  

AI's first response is just the beginning. Ask, "What are some other options?" or "Can you 

expand on that idea?" 

Mistake 3: Not providing enough context  

"Help me with my character" is too vague. "Help me figure out why my shy protagonist would 

suddenly stand up to the school bully" gives AI something specific to work with. 

Mistake 4: Expecting AI to know your previous conversations  

Most AI tools don't remember past conversations, and after a while, the software will tell you to 

start a new conversation/chat. Start each new chat by briefly explaining your project. Attach any 

work you’ve saved from the past conversation to the new one to get the AI up to speed quickly. 

Your First Week with AI: A Simple Plan 

Day 1-2: Set up and explore  

Choose one AI tool and create your account. Spend some time just chatting with AI about your 

current writing project. Get comfortable with the interface. 

Day 3-4: Try specific prompts  

Use some of the character or plot development prompts from other free guides. See how the AI 

responds to different types of questions. 

Day 5-6: Work on a real problem  

Think of something in your current writing that you're stuck on. Ask the AI to help you 

brainstorm solutions. Copy the best responses into a document to use as writing notes or when 

you must start a new conversation. 



Day 7: Reflect and plan  

Think about what worked well and what didn't. Plan how you want to incorporate AI into your 

regular writing routine. 

Staying Safe and Smart with AI 

Protect your original work. While AI companies generally don't store your conversations 

permanently, avoid pasting large sections of unpublished work. Instead, summarize your plot or 

describe your characters. 

Remember that AI can be wrong. AI is a tool for brainstorming and problem-solving, not a 

source of absolute truth. Always use your own judgment about what works for your story and 

double-check any facts you are not confident about. 

Don't let AI replace your voice. Use AI to generate ideas and solve problems, but write your 

story in your own words. Your unique perspective and voice are what make your writing special. 

Start small and build up. You don't need to revolutionize your entire writing process. Try using 

AI for one specific task, like brainstorming, and gradually expand from there. 

What to Expect: Your AI Learning Curve 

Week 1: Everything feels new and maybe a bit overwhelming. Focus on getting comfortable 

with basic conversations. 

Week 2-3: You'll start to understand how different types of prompts get different results.  

Month 1: AI becomes a natural part of your brainstorming process. You'll know when to ask for 

help and what kinds of questions work best. 

Month 2-3: You'll develop your own favorite prompts and techniques. AI will feel like a trusted 

writing partner rather than a mysterious piece of software. 

Month 6+: Using AI for writing help will feel as natural as using spell-check or looking up 

synonyms. You'll know exactly how to get the help you need. 

Troubleshooting Common Issues 

The AI doesn't understand what I want. Try rephrasing your question with more specific 

details about your story, characters, or the type of help you need. 

The AI's suggestions don't fit my story. Tell the AI what doesn't work and ask for alternatives. 

For example: "That's too dramatic for my story. I need something more subtle." 



I'm getting the same types of responses repeatedly. Rephrase your question completely. Ask 

AI for "unusual" or "creative" approaches. 

The AI is giving me too many options. Ask for fewer suggestions, or be more specific about 

what you're looking for. You can say, "Give me just two options" or "Focus on ideas that are 

[specific criteria]." 

I feel like I'm cheating by using AI. This is a common concern. AI doesn't write your story; it 

helps you think through problems and explore possibilities. You're still making all the creative 

decisions about characters, plot, themes, and voice. Many writers use critique partners or writing 

groups for similar brainstorming help. The key is using AI as a thinking partner, not a 

replacement for your own creativity and judgment. 

Your Next Steps 

Now that you know how to access and use AI software, you're ready to start experimenting. 

Select the AI tool that appeals to you and create your account today. Spend a few minutes just 

chatting with it about different things. 

The goal isn't to become an AI expert overnight. The goal is to add a powerful brainstorming 

partner that is available 24/7 to your writing toolkit. Start small, be patient with the process, and 

enjoy discovering what's possible when you combine your creativity with AI's analytical 

abilities. 

Keep an open mind. The possibilities are endless.  

 

Ready for more AI tips to improve your writing? Check out our other resources at 

TheWrittenLink.com. 

 


